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After growing up in Minneapolis and
attending the University of Minnesota,
Steve started his career in journalism,
writing for the Minneapolis Star Trib-
une and the San Diego Union-Tribune.
He eventually became the Washington
bureau chief for Feedstuffs, which fur-
ther introduced him to the world of ag-
riculture.

From there, he launched a long, dis-
tinguished career in advocacy, lob-
bying on all things animal, everything
from food, livestock, poultry, trade,
and animal welfare, to biotech, among
countless other agricultural issues. He
was a founder of the Animal Alliance
Association, and eventually started his
own firm to represent clients across
the Nation’s agriculture sector.

Steve played an instrumental role in
the passage of every farm bill in the
past 35 years, from his first in 1985 to
his last in 2018. He could always be
found in the Halls of Congress, the
White House, or USDA, making the
case for commonsense agriculture poli-
cies critical to our producers and
American consumers. And by the fortu-
itous nature of events early on in his
career, he became a key voice with
great expertise in the animal welfare
policy arena.

Steve leaves behind his wife, Judith,
of more than 45 years, and many, many
friends. The contributions he made to
agriculture were numerous, leaving a
great legacy of advocacy that has bene-
fited American producers and has
helped to feed the world. His was a life
very well-lived, and American agri-
culture is that much better because of
Steve Kopperud, and so is our country.

TRIBUTE TO CAROLYN JUSTICE

Mr. ROUZER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to pay particular tribute to an
individual who has been an institution
in the Cape Fear region for decades, my
friend and former colleague in the
State legislature, Carolyn Justice.

Carolyn served five terms in the
North Carolina House of Representa-
tives, representing New Hanover and
Pender Counties. Before her service in
the State legislature, she served on
Pender County’s Board of Commis-
sioners. She has also served as a trust-
ee of New Hanover Regional Medical
Center, Pender Memorial Hospital, and
as chair of the Lower Cape Fear River
Program.

Now, I got to know Carolyn while
serving in the State Senate. She was a
co-chair of the State House Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Agriculture
and Natural and Economic Resources,
while I was co-chair of the Senate Ap-
propriations Subcommittee. So we got
to know each other quite well as we
went line by line of the State budget,
making cuts to the programs under our
purview.

The economic collapse of 2008 and
2009 had left the State budget in sham-
bles, and it was our job to help balance
it. These were not easy decisions, but,
with Carolyn as a Kkey partner, we
made the budget numbers work while
doing our best to fund the programs of
most value to the citizens of the State.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Through her service and kindness to
others, Carolyn Justice continues to
leave an indelible mark on south-
eastern North Carolina. This is why it
is so fitting that she was recently
named by the Wilmington Star-News in
March, which was Women’s History
Month 2021, as one of 106 women who
have made the Port City area a better
place.

I don’t know of anyone who stands
stronger for the Cape Fear region and
the causes in which she believes. This
is a well-deserved honor for a very dis-
tinguished public servant and my great
friend and colleague.

——————

CELEBRATING THE NOMINATION
OF REAR ADMIRAL MICHAEL
BOYLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Mrs. CAMMACK) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. CAMMACK. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to celebrate the service, sac-
rifice, and recent nomination of one of
my constituents, Rear Admiral Mi-
chael E. Boyle.

Admiral Boyle has served as director
of Maritime Operations for the U.S. Pa-
cific Fleet since June of 2020. Admiral
Boyle was designated a naval aviator
in January of 1990.

In his 30 years of dedicated service,
he has held numerous positions
throughout the United States Naval
Command. Whether it was operational
tours, like aboard the USS Forrestal in
support of Operation Provide Comfort
in Northern Iraq, or aboard the USS
Saratoga in support of Operation Pro-
vide Promise in Bosnia, Admiral Boyle
has shown what leadership, fortitude,
and duty look like in the United States
Navy.

I commend the Secretary of Defense,
General Lloyd Austin for his nomina-
tion of Rear Admiral Boyle to the rank
of two-star flag officer, rear admiral, in
the United States Navy. His work in
keeping our Nation safe and securing
American interests abroad have not
gone unnoticed.

I want to personally thank Rear Ad-
miral Michael Boyle for his service to
this country and his steadfast duty in
defense of our Constitution.

Congratulations, Admiral. Semper
Fortis.
HONORING ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLICE JOHN
JOCK

Mrs. CAMMACK. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to honor the distinguished
service of Assistant Chief of Police
John Jock of the Orange Park Police
Department.

Over the past 256 years, Assistant
Chief Jock has worked under three po-
lice chiefs, four town managers, and
has become a valued member of the
force in our community. Starting as a
patrol officer for the OPPD back in
1996, he has earned promotions three
times, achieving the rank of assistant
police chief, and even receiving his
master’s degree in the process.

He graduated from the FDLE Florida
Leadership Academy in 2011, and served
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on the Clay County SWAT team for
over a decade. Mr. Jock has been on
the front lines of law enforcement for a
quarter century and, in that time, has
investigated and solved criminal cases,
provided disaster training and commu-
nication, and has been a valued com-
munity leader.

As a citizen of Orange Park for the
last 22 years, Assistant Chief Jock en-
tered retirement earlier this month
after 25 years of service. As the wife of
a fellow SWAT team member, I want to
wish him and his family a happy, safe,
and productive retirement.

HONORING CAPTAIN MARK ELAM

Mrs. CAMMACK. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to honor and celebrate the
life and service of Captain Mark Elam
of the Putnam County Department of
Corrections.

Captain Elam served in the Putman
County Sheriff’s Office for nearly 20
years and, in that time, proved himself
to be a hardworking servant.

Before joining the sheriff’s office,
Mark served 4 years in the United
States Marine Corps. But the role that
he excelled at the most was as a family
man. He was a devoted husband to his
wife, Lachrisha, for 15 years and a fa-
ther to two children. Before Captain
Elam’s death last week, Mark and his
wife were in the process of adopting
five siblings.

He had a servant’s heart and so much
compassion to give. His loss leaves a
hole in the Putnam County law en-
forcement community, but his memory
will live on in the work and good deeds
he did in life.

I want to extend my condolences to
his wife, children, and the entire Put-
nam County Sheriff’s Office in their
enormous loss.

God bless Captain Elam and his fam-
ily.

You’ve got the watch.
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HONORING GILCHRIST COUNTY SHERIFF’S SER-

GEANT NOEL RAMIREZ AND DEPUTY TAYLOR

LINDSEY

Mrs. CAMMACK. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor and remember Gil-
christ County Sheriff’s Sergeant Noel
Ramirez and Deputy Taylor Lindsey
who were both gunned down in the line
of duty 3 years ago today.

On April 19, 2018, Sergeant Ramirez
and Deputy Lindsey were eating lunch
at a restaurant in Trenton, Florida,
when a coward fired through a window
and killed both officers in the line of
duty. That man—whose name does not
deserve to be mentioned—Xkilled those
two officers, consumed by a radical
hate for law enforcement. That same
hate for law enforcement that we saw
then I continue to see today.

Now more than ever we need to pub-
licly and boldly support our law en-
forcement officers.

Noel and Taylor’s deaths remind us
of the constant vigilance that an offi-
cer needs to have in order to return
home safely to their families every
night. Being an LEO is a difficult and
often thankless job.



April 19, 2021

I want to take a moment to thank
Sergeant Ramirez and Deputy Lindsey
for their service and sacrifice to our
community. We honor their legacy by
continuing to say their names and re-
member their sacrifice and love for our
hometown.

I pledge to always have our brothers
and sisters in uniform’s six.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 16
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

God our shepherd, You have en-
trusted us with the responsibility to
tend Your sheep, to feed them and
watch over them. May we be worthy of
this mantle of awesome responsibility
and live wholeheartedly into this task.
May nothing we do be done simply out
of obligation. But having received Your
tender mercies in our own lives, may
we be eager to serve You and those
whom You have commended to our
care.

And if we lose sight of Your claim on
our lives and waver in our duties, call
us to examine the multitude of in-
stances where You have showered Your
grace upon us.

How then can we help but be so
transformed that we would want noth-
ing else but to give of ourselves from
the depths of our souls?

May we then be examples of what it
means to serve You. May we live lives
of kindness and humility, not lifting
ourselves up, but waiting with patience
for the moment when, in the fullness of
time, You reveal the purpose for all our
efforts and energies, in Your gracious
plan.

In the meantime, we cast ourselves—
our anxieties, our best intentions, and
our most fervent hopes on You—in sure
and certain hope of Your steadfast love
for us.

It is in the strength of Your name we
pray.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section
11(a) of House Resolution 188, the Jour-
nal of the last day’s proceedings is ap-
proved.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. TITUS) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. TITUS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

DOUBLE STANDARDS

(Mrs. MCCLAIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker,
today I rise because of the double
standards in this Chamber. Once again,
this weekend we saw a Member of the
majority openly call for more con-
frontation in a Minneapolis suburb.
That very night there was a drive-by
shooting in that community where po-
lice and National Guardsmen were tar-
geted.

If this were reversed, if this were said
by a Republican, you know, Madam
Speaker, that the majority in this
Chamber would move to strip that Rep-
resentative of their committees and
possibly move to expel them from Con-
gress.

We have actually seen this before.

If what President Trump said on Jan-
uary 6 was inciting a riot, then what do
the words ‘‘get more confrontational”
mean?

Are those not the words someone
would use if they wanted to incite
more violence or insurrection?

If the majority cares about this insti-
tution, and if the majority cares about
our Nation, then they need to get their
own house in order and tamp down this
vile rhetoric.

———

RECOGNIZING LORRIE FORD
MERKER

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize
Lorrie Ford Merker for all the work
she has done to improve the lives of
Georgia’s blueberry farmers.

Lorrie has made outstanding con-
tributions to the blueberry industry for
three decades. Born and raised in
southeastern Michigan, Lorrie grad-
uated from Michigan State University
and has spent her entire adult life im-
proving the agriculture sector.

For the past 32 years Lorrie has
worked with the Michigan Blueberry
Growers Association which represents
250 growers in eight States and British
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Columbia. She has also been involved
in advocacy at the State and national
levels to promote an understanding of
the labor and environmental chal-
lenges facing farmers.

Throughout her career she has accu-
mulated a long list of awards and ac-
complishments, including the North
American Blueberry Council’s Alex
Wetherbee Award, for her outstanding
contributions to the promotion and
marketing of blueberries.

Madam Speaker, I want to thank
Lorrie for all the work she has done for
Georgia’s blueberry growers and for
growers across the country.

————
HONORING BERNELL TRAMMELL

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, I
rise in honor of the great Bernell
Trammell of Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
who owned eXpressions Journal Publi-
cations, which was located on 915 East
Wright Street.

Bernell Trammell was an avid reader
and a very religious man who liked
people. He graduated from Lincoln
High School in Milwaukee.

Last July 23, he was shot dead car-
rying a sign for Donald Trump.

I would like to ask the city of Mil-
waukee to dial up the investigation for
the murder of Bernell Trammell. I be-
lieve it is a shame in Milwaukee that
when someone—one of few people—
stands up and announces by a sign that
he is voting for Donald Trump that he
would be shot dead.

He was an iconoclast, he was a very
spiritual man delving in different reli-
gions, and he was all over the political
spectrum as far as the people he en-
dorsed. But while he was carrying a
Donald Trump sign, he was shot down
last July 23.

I beg the city of Milwaukee to do
something about this horrible crime.

————
MARIJUANA BANKING BILL

(Mr. GOOD of Virginia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise in opposition to H.R. 1996, the
marijuana banking bill. This legisla-
tion is about legitimizing and
bankrolling the marijuana industry
and making legalization inevitable.

It is sad that the House is voting on
this bill during a time when our coun-
try is seeing increases in addiction, de-
pression, and suicide. Rather than
helping victims of despair, we are en-
hancing the financial benefits for those
peddling and profiting off the sale of
marijuana.

We are not even directly debating our
drug laws. No. We are cowardly debat-
ing if we should reward States for un-
dermining the rule of law.

Despite what the swamp says, we
don’t need recreational marijuana. As
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